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HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF KEENAN DARNELL ANDERSON 

HON. SYDNEY KAMLAGER-DOVE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 7, 2023 

Ms. KAMLAGER-DOVE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize the life of Keenan Darnell Ander-
son. Mr. Anderson was a father, a life partner 
to his fiancée, a teacher, and a proud 
Angeleno. Mr. Anderson was taken from us 
earlier this year by the brutality and violence 
of the LAPD. Today, we stand here to honor 
Mr. Anderson’s life, legacy, and contributions 
to his family and his city. 

Mr. Anderson grew up in Los Angeles and 
from a young age, demonstrated his commit-
ment to his family across Southern California. 
He was known as the ‘‘life of the party,’’ al-
ways livening up family cookouts and picnics. 
Mr. Anderson was a linchpin of his close-knit 
family. From the time that he was young, Mr. 
Anderson knew he wanted to dedicate his life 
to helping others. In college, he focused this 
dedication on a career in law enforcement, 
double majoring in criminal justice and soci-
ology. Later, he translated this desire to do 
good for the world into educating, earning a 
graduate degree in education. 

Mr. Anderson’s passion for teaching led him 
to dedicate his career to educating his com-
munity’s youth. As a teacher, he taught 
English to juniors and seniors in high school 
and even chaired the English department. Mr. 
Anderson was also invested in the creativity of 
his students, teaching drama classes that 
served as an introduction to the arts to many 
Angeleno youth. He was also a charismatic 
member of his church where he led family 
game nights and injected his infectious energy 
and enthusiasm. 

At the time of his untimely death, Mr. Ander-
son had just moved to Washington, D.C. to 
teach at Digital Pioneers Academy. Wash-
ington D.C. will forever miss out on the con-
tributions, energy, and inspiration he could 
have brought to the young people here. 

Washington, D.C. students are not the only 
ones who will forever miss Mr. Anderson. He 
is survived by his fiancée, Domonique, to 
whom he was deeply devoted, and his 5 year- 
old son, Syncere. Mr. Anderson doted on his 
son, proud to be a father and proud to have 
his son by his side. Mr. Anderson’s wrongful 
murder robbed Syncere of years with his fa-
ther. Today, February 7, 2023, Domonique will 
join me as my guest at the State of the Union, 
where we will continue to highlight the unjust 
and tragic death of this doting and dedicated 
father, partner, friend, educator, and member 
of my community. 

Today, we should be celebrating Mr. Ander-
son’s great achievements as a father and a 
teacher, and the strength and resilience he im-
bued in his communities. Instead, we must 
confront the tragedy of his murder at the 
hands of the LAPD. 

Mr. Speaker, this commemoration of the life 
of Keenan Anderson, a life gone too soon, 

adds yet another name to America’s tainted 
legacy of violence against the Black commu-
nity at the hands of individuals charged with 
protecting and serving. I honor the memory of 
Mr. Anderson and further commit to working to 
eliminate the inhumane violence and brutality 
that took him from us too soon. 
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RECOGNIZING BOB AND TERRY 
WIDMER 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Bob and Terry Widmer for receiving the 
honor of the Dr. Bettye Myers Humanitarian 
Award. Terry has spent her life in North 
Texas. She grew up in Denton and has a 
nursing career that spans 20 years. In 2014, 
Terry oversaw the housing component of the 
Denton County Behavioral Health Leadership 
Team. Two years later, Terry became the 
charter appointee for the Denton County 
Homelessness Leadership Team. She has 
been a long-time advocate for the homeless 
community in North Texas and has made a 
profound impact on improving the livelihoods 
of those citizens that have been affected. Both 
she and her husband, Bob, have been active 
members of the Denton Community for dec-
ades and they helped form vital nonprofits in 
Denton County such as The Daily Bread, 
which serves food to individuals in need. They 
have served on numerous boards of non-
profits. Bob is a board-certified tax attorney 
and currently serves as a professor at the Uni-
versity of North Texas. In 2016, he started the 
North Texas Low Income Taxpayer Clinic. 
This clinic allowed local graduate students to 
assist lower-income members of the commu-
nity with specialized and qualified tax assist-
ance. This provided a wonderful opportunity to 
members of the community and helped grad-
uate students gain experience before applying 
to bigger employers. Bob has not only been a 
valuable part of educating the younger gen-
eration in North Texas, but he has been in-
volved in serving local Veterans. Terry re-
ferred Veteran clients to Bob’s clinic from the 
Veteran Community Navigator pilot program. 
When Bob learned from Terry that clients of 
the VCN program were working in crowded, 
unsuitable offices, he contacted the U.S. De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and mobilized a 
community effort with donations and volun-
teers to renovate office space into what is now 
known as the Denton County Veteran Center. 
This center provides critical and quality care to 
all Veterans who are in need. These actions 
are remarkable, yet Bob did not stop there. He 
went on to mobilize the community to help the 
United Way of Denton County create the Vet-
erans Mental Health Annex, which expands 
access to mental health services for veterans. 
These incredible actions have not gone unno-
ticed. In November of 2022, they were recog-

nized by the Board Members of the United 
Way of Denton for their efforts and impact on 
helping those affected by homelessness and 
mental health challenges in their community, 
especially veterans. The Widmer’s have in-
vested their time and talent into serving their 
community, I am honored to recognize Bob 
and Terry’s achievements today and I am 
humbled to share a home in North Texas with 
this couple of such high character. Bob and 
Terry’s family, their community, their state, 
and their nation are made better by their self-
less contributions and dedication to others. I 
thank Bob and Terry Widmer for their excel-
lent work, and also thank the United Way of 
Denton County Board of Directors for recog-
nizing them with the Dr. Bettye Myers Humani-
tarian Award of 2023. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SOUTHERN PRE-
PARATORY ACADEMY 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 125th anniversary 
of Southern Preparatory Academy. 

The academy was founded by Dr. Lyman 
Ward in 1898 as a non-profit, non-denomina-
tional, coeducational institution for rural youth. 
Its initial purpose was to provide a secondary 
education for those who wanted to learn and 
to work hard. 

In 1901, a charter was granted by the State 
of Alabama and the school was incorporated 
with the name ‘‘The Southern Industrial Insti-
tute, Inc.’’ After Dr. Ward passed away, the 
military department was added and the school 
became ‘‘Lyman Ward Military Academy’’ in 
1948. The school became an all-boys military 
school. 

Today, much of the original philosophy re-
mains, but precedence is given to the devel-
opment of Christian ideals. The high standards 
set have helped students gain acceptance into 
outstanding universities across the country. 

In 2019, the school was rebranded to 
Southern Preparatory Academy—a name that 
represents the values, but brings the Academy 
into the 21st century. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
this milestone for Southern Preparatory Acad-
emy and wishing them a happy 125th anniver-
sary. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2023 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, had 
I been present, I would have voted YEA on 
Roll Call No. 107. 
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